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SENATOR’S VISIT To RIPWA Snowplow Rhodeo: Sen. Jack Reed (third from right) 
checked out the day’s activities and is joined by Erin Gingerella, RIPWA Membership 
Services, Bob Dexter, RIPWA Board Member, Mayor Joseph Polisena, Steve Mattscheck, 
Exeter’s DPW Director and RIPWA Board Member, and Timothy Ledogar of C.N. Wood. 
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11/15 .......................  RIPWA Annual Municipal Meeting and breakfast, 8:30 a.m., Chelo’s on the 
Waterfront, 1 Masthead Drive, Warwick. RSVP to erin@ripwa.org We will be discussing the needs of the 
DPW’s this upcoming year as well as electing offi  cers.

11/30 ...........................  CDL-B Permit Preperation Class will take place 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at Quonset 
Development Corporation, 95 Cripe Street, North Kingstown, RI. $25. per person. Must pre-register.
Contact jcjci@cox.net for registration.

5/30/18 ....................  2018 Ocean State Construction & Equipment Show 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Th e 
Crowne Plaza, Warwick. Tickets are FREE. Th e latest in tools, equipment, materials & services. Seminars 
and demonstrations. Vendor information in this newsletter as well as on our website www.RIPWA.org

Classes available by request. Please visit our website www.RIPWA.org/training_request

calendar of events

RICHARD CRENCA
By John Howell
Th ere is no way Richard Crenca 
will forget his fi rst day as Public 
Works Director for the Town of 
North Kingstown. It was the day 
that Hurricane Bob hit the state 
in 1991. Nor will Crenca forget 

the day that he gave his notice to the City of Woonsocket that 
he would be leaving the department of planning to return 
to Warwick, where he started his career in public service in 
1977. Th e day he informed the Woonsocket mayor he would 
be leaving was September 11, 2001.
Now, with some trepidation, Crenca is wondering what will 
happen when he assumes his new job as Warwick Director 
of Public Works on July 24. He succeeds David Picozzi, who 
is retiring at the end of the month, aft er holding down the 
dual positions of DPW director and Mayor Scott Avedisian’s 
chief of staff . Picozzi has worked for the city for more than 
32 years.    For the full story visit http://johnstonsunrise.net/
stories/crenca-ready-to-succeed-picozzi-as-dpw-director-
starting-july-24,126123

By ETHAN SHOREY, 
Valley Breeze Managing 
Editor
 Town workers are 
widening a dangerous 
portion of Smithfi eld 
Road in North 
Providence to create a 
safer trip for pedestrians 
and motorists and prevent accidents.
North Providence Public Works Director Bernie Salvatore 
said it’s a “huge job” involving workers removing walls of 
ledge abutting the roadway next to Peter Randall State Park. 
Th e ledge at the curved section left  pedestrians with “no 
choice but to walk in the street,” he said.
Th e road was only about 12 feet wide at this section, before 
the widening project began, said Salvatore, and will soon be 
the standard 26 feet wide.
For the full story visit: http://www.valleybreeze.com/2017-
07-25/north-providence/dpw-working-widen-dangerous-
stretch-smithfi eld-road#.Wej1FmhSxPZ
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• HEATED CAB
• COMPACT DESIGN
• 30+ ATTACHMENTS
• ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

V-BLADE

POWER
BROOM

DROP
SPREADER

YOUR SIDEWALK
SNOW SOLUTION

SCHEDULE A DEMO TODAY
203.775.5757

WWW.SWITURF.COM
MADE IN THE USA

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Territory Sales Manager
Bob Barrow |  203.751.3474
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Traffic Signs • Construction Signs
Business Signs • Magnetic Signs

Project Signs • Vinyl Graphics
Vehicle & Boat Lettering

Large Format Digital Printing
Door Lettering • ADA complaint signs

Wood Carved Signs • Banners
A-Frames sidewalk business signs

Golf Tee Signs

Full line of safety items: 
Vests, Gloves, Traffic cones

Full line of sign installation products
Traffic Control – Daily Rental

FOR ALL YOUR SIGN NEEDS
Please visit our on-line sign shop 

www.trafficsignsandsafety.com
70 Ballou Blvd. Bristol, RI • 401-396-9840
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A division of HP Fairfield

A division of HP Fairfield

CALL TODAY for a demo!

Authorized Dealer

Authorized Dealer

Schwarze A7 TornadoSchwarze M6 Avalanche

9 Route 66 East in Columbia, CT

9 Route 66 East in Columbia, CT

iF YOU NEED Power. Precision. Performance.

The leader in municipal street sweepers

Rotary | Flail | Truck Mount | Specialty

Contact us today for tractor and mower options!
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National Snowplow Rhodeo
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Th e 2017 APWA Western Snow & Ice Conference and National Snow 
Roadeo took place in Colorado from September 27-29th, 2017. New 
England was well represented with Providence and Exeter Rhode 
Island and Becket, Granby, Milford, Shrewsbury and 
Belmont Massachusetts. Chris Bouchard, Highway 
Superintendent of Becket Massachusetts brought home 
First Place in the Grader Competition. Providence 
placed 24th out of 50 teams in the Roadeo. Th e 
Providence team of Noel St. George and Mike Heaton 
were given a scholarship to attend this event aft er having 
won the Rhode Island Public Works Snowplow Rhodeo.  
Th e scholarship also includes the Winter Maintenance 
Supervisor School put on during the conference.
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Member Showcase
Prudence Island, Portsmouth

Prudence Island is the third largest Island in Narragansett 
Bay in Rhode Island, and is part of the Town of Portsmouth. 
Th e island is near the center of the bay and is only accessible 
by ferry from Bristol, Rhode Island. Prudence Island has 
approximately 250 year-round residents. Th at number 
expands to approximately 1,000 residents during the 
summer months.

Th e one and only paved roadway on the island—
Narragansett Avenue—runs north to south along the 
eastern, and more populated part of the island, and is within 
feet of the shoreline in some sections. For more than 25 years, 
the roadway had been neglected and had only been cold-
patched due to a lack of funds for roadway reconstruction. It 
was riddled with potholes and suff ered from poor drainage. 
Th e island’s gravel roads were actually said to be a smoother 
ride than the deteriorated Narragansett Avenue.

In July 2015, funds were fi nally appropriated for the 
Narragansett Avenue roadway reclamation and drainage 
improvements project for a 2.4-mile stretch of Narragansett 
Avenue. VHB was awarded the design contract and P.J. 
Keating was selected for the construction.

Th e importance of the roadway for the residents, along with 
its proximity to the shoreline, and the limited access to the 
island made for a challenging, yet highly successful project 
for the Town.

Th e weight limits of the loading ramp (40,000 lbs. max) 
in Bristol made it impossible to transport the fully loaded 
asphalt trucks to the island via the ferry. A barge was rented 
as an alternative solution. Th e ferry remained open during 
construction, so residents were free to come to and leave the 
island. Th e only facility that had to be closed was the public 
boat ramp, since the barge needed to dock there for the 10-
day paving operations. Th is was communicated with all 
residents prior to the closing. Th e major challenge on this 
project was the logistics of transporting the paving material 

and equipment onto the island since the only way on and off  
the island is by ferry. Th e weight limits of the Bristol ferry 
ramp (40,000 lbs. max) made it impossible to transport the 
loaded asphalt trucks to the island. VHB, P.J. Keating, and 
the Town came up with the innovative solution of renting 
a barge from a barging company, which could load the full 
asphalt trucks form the Port of Fall River, Massachusetts. 
Th is would double the travel time to the island (from 30 
to 60 minutes), but it was the only feasible solution. As for 
where to dock the barge on the island, P.J. Keating’s initial 
idea was at the old Naval Base dock on the southern end, but 
the bulkhead was in such poor condition that it would not 
suffi  ce. Th e whole east side was then scouted, and a spot next 
to Homestead Dock was found. Th is seemed to be the best 
location and had the necessary depth.

Due to the extra travel time, 
it became an arduous and 
expensive 10-day process 
of three barge trips per 
day, including loading and 
unloading full and empty 
asphalt trucks. Th is required 
immeasurable patience and 
a positive attitude from all 
parties involved; it was the only 
solution to a problem that was 
due to no fault of their own. 
Despite all of the roadblocks, 
the project was completed fi ve days early.

Prudence Island is a tight-knit community that takes pride 
in its island community. It was vital to listen to the residents’ 
thoughts, recommendations, and concerns at every step of 
the process, and to keep them informed at all times. Th is 
project was truly a team eff ort from the permitting process 
to the construction logistics.  Ingenuity, patience, and a level 
head were needed to deliver a much improved—and much 
needed—Narragansett Avenue to the island.6666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666
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YOUR TURN NOW.
THE CAT MACHINE YOU WANT.

0% FOR 60 MONTHS    ZERO DOWN PAYMENT    UP TO 4 ANNUAL SKIPS

Talk to your salesperson, call us at 888-702-0073 and visit us at www.miltoncat.com/60
for a complete list of models and monthly payments. 

And yes, we’ll take your old equipment in trade, also – any make or model.

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
New Skid Steer Loaders, Compact Track Loaders, Multi Terrain Loaders, 

Backhoe Loaders, Excavators up to 308-size, Wheel Loaders up to 938-size, 
D3-D5 Dozers, Telehandlers and new CAT Work Tools when purchased with a machine.

AND THE CATCH?
Three months to act–October, November, December.

Cranston 401-946-6350 • Milford 508-634-3400 • North Reading 978-276-2400

www.miltoncat.com
Financing through CAT Financial based on credit approval.
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By Pete Fontaine, Johnston Sunrise
One of state’s most important organizations held a 
rather interesting four-hour event last Wednesday at 
the sun-covered Johnston High School parking lot. 
It was the Rhode Island Public Works Association’s 
annual Snowplow Rhodeo minus that messy white 
stuff  that during the winter months raises havoc for 
all of the Ocean State’s Department of Public Works 
and staff ers.
“Th is is an unbelievably good thing,” said Stephen 
P. Mattscheck, Director of Public Works for the 
Town of Exeter. “We’ve been doing this for many, 
many years…it a great way to see our strengths 
and weaknesses and prepare our staff  for the snow 
season.”
Th ere were exhibitors from the trade industry as well as team competitions that wound up with a winning tandem, 
whose skills ranked number one and received a scholarship of sorts from the RIPWA that Mattscheck said will 
cover travel, hotel and meals at the upcoming APWA Western Snow & Ice Rodeo in Colorado next month. Th at 
winning tandem included Michael Heaton and Noel St. George Jr., who made up one of many teams the City of 
Providence Public Works Department, sent to the four-hour forum.
In all, a host of Rhode Island-based Departments of Public Works sent teams of two workers to participate in what 
Johnston DPW Director Arnie Vecchione said was “a valuable educational experience for all or our employees, 
especially at this time of year and long before the snow fl ies.”
Perhaps Erin Gingerella, Membership Services Director for the statewide Association, said it best while chatting 
with people like Annie Kelley, Northeast Training Manager for Aquaphalt that’s based in Charlottesville, Va. “Th is 
is a way to train, keep up and test the skills and knowledge of Rhode Island Department of Public Works state and 
municipal employees in a number of diff erent phases,” said Gingerella. “Th e teams here today will be tested by 
taking a written safety quiz, a pre-truck safety inspection then snowplow slalom.”
Every few years, according to Mattscheck, state and local DPWs have new employees and that this is a great 
learning event, even for our veterans employees.
“Most people have no problems going forward [with the snow plow],” Mattscheck said, “but it’s the backing up in 

tight areas that is oft en diffi  cult. Today, we’re addressing 
that issue as well.”
Last Wednesday’s event also featured an individual loader 
competition and as Gingerella said, “Th e competition is 
friendly and the camaraderie it generates helps to increase 
moral in all the departments.”
While there were company representatives like the 
Highway Rehab Corp of Brewster, NY and Atlantic Broom 
Service of Taunton, Mass. on hand, Rhode Island’s Senior 
United States Sen. Jack Reed also took in a portion of the 
four-hour event during a tour of Johnston with Mayor 
Joseph Polisena. 

(More photos page 11)

OUTSTANDING OFFICIALS: Th ese are some of the 
company representatives and organizers of the annual 
Rhode Island Snowplow Rhodeo that took place last 
Wednesday in the Johnston High School parking lot. Th e 
group includes: Erin Gingerella, Leigh McStay, Arnie 
Vecchione, Annie Kelley, Stephen Mattscheck, Robert 
Barrow and David Capelle. 

(Photo credit: Pete Fontaine, Johnston Sunrise)

2017 R.I. Snowplow Rhodeo
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www.kenworthne.com 

 

Stock and demo units are available for immediate       
delivery. Kenworth Northeast is pleased to offer NJPA 

purchasing options.  
Contract - 0181716-KTC 

Kenworth Northeast, Boston 
1150 West Chestnut St. 

Brockton, MA 02301 
(781) 341-0008 

Bryan.Gayman@kenworthne.com 

The World’s Best® Truck, Parts and Service. 
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Thank you 
to the sponsors 

of this event

2017 R.I. Snowplow Rhodeo

SILVER

BRONZE Atlantic Broom
Carey Auto

Th e 2017 Snowplow Rhodeo was held at Johnston High 
School on August 16. It was a beautiful, warm day. Towns 
from all over the state tested their skills and knowledge 
during a written test, pre-truck inspection and slalom. 
Congratulations go out to Noel St. George and Mike 
Heaton of Providence DPW who were the Overall 
Winners. Th ey received a scholarship to attend the APWA 
Western Snow & Ice Conference (including supervisor 
training) and National Snow Roadeo in Colorado. 
Congratulations also to Don Fascio of Coventry DPW for 
taking First Place in the Loader Competition.
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                        Since we opened in 1994, Rhode Islanders like you have been supporting us.   So 
much so, that we have been, and remain, Rhode Island's largest distributor of water, sewer, & 
drain supplies. 
 
                      During our 20 plus years servicing your supply needs we have seen competitors 
from other states come and go in Rhode Island.   There now appears to be a new wave of 
companies coming to Rhode Island making promises. 
 
                      We will continue with our approach of having a large local inventory, providing 
unmatched service, and giving you great pricing.  It has served us well for over 20 years. 
 
                     THANK YOU for your continued support of our local Rhode Island company.    
 
 
      Tim Whall 
       President 

_________________________________
 

CASTINGS 
DOMESTIC & IMPORT 

 
  Manhole Frames & Covers 
  Catch Basin Frames & Grates 
 
 
           RI's largest ADS dealer.    
 
 Corrugated HDPE pipe & fittings – N12 & Single Wall. 

 
 
 

   Contact us:          401-732-5151 
Tim Whall: TJWhall@Winwaterworks.com 

Al D'Ambrosca : ASDambrosca@winwaterworks.com 
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Visit us on the Web for our Full Line of Products Available:

www.raymondbucketguys.com             

NEW PRODUCT SALES:
DUR-A-LIFT Aerial Buckets from 34’ to 57’ - Van Mounts to Material Handlers

ARBORTECH Chip Bodies from 11 to 30 cubic yards
READING Service Bodies, Aluminum and Steel

FIBERLINE Fiberglass Service Bodies.

317 Route 27, Raymond, NH  03077
Contact us at:  (603) 895-3803

Regional Sales Rep:  Dave Gaiewski
Cell Phone:  (401) 573-8756

Dur-A-Lift DPM-52MHDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDuDDDuDurrrrrrrrrrrrrr-----------AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA------------LiLiLiLLiLiLiLiLiLiiLiLLLiftftfftftftftftftftftftftftttt DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDPMPMPMPMPMPMPMPMPMPMPMMMPPMPM-----------525252525252525252525252255252522522MHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHMHH

Dur-A-Lift DTAXS-39

Aero-Lift TVH-30AeAeAeAeAeAeAeAeAeAeAeAeAAeAeAA rororororororororororororooo---------LiLiLiLiLiLiLiLiLiLiLiiiLLL ftftftftftftftftftftftftttt TTTTTTTTTTTTVHVHVHVHVHVHVHVHVHVHHVHH--------303030303030303033030303030303000

Dur-A-Lift DPM2-32

MORE Services We Provide: 
 

OSHA/ANSI BOOM CERTIFICATIONS 
DIELECTRIC TESTING 

NEW LIFT SALES 
USED LIFT SALES 

CERTIFIED REMOUNTS 
ROAD SERVICE 

REPAIRS - ALL MAKES/MODELS 
 

RBG is pleased to receive and 
announce the award of the

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
“MPA-445 FOR AERIAL DEVICE & LIFT 

TRUCKS”
“INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE”
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      OCEAN STATE
Construction & Equipment Show

www.RIPWA.org

Rules & Regulations

Sponsored by

All Vendors Must Provide: 
• A copy of your Rhode Island Sales Tax Permit when 

registering. Temporary permits can be purchased 
for $10 in advance. If you will be selling products 
at the show you must have a permit visable.
If you will NOT be selling product at the show please sign 
here and return _______________________________

• Exhibitors are also required to carry their own liability 
insurance. A copy of your certifi cate of liability insurance 
should also be included when sending registration.

Indoor Booths: Include a table and 2 chairs as well 
as complimentary tickets to pass out to your customers. 
Lunch is included. We encourage vendors to put their own 
information on the ticket before passing out to customers 
and potential customers.
• Electrical service and WiFi can be purchased for an 

additional fee by calling the sales department at the 
Crowne Plaza:  401-732-6000. 

• Equipment brought indoors may not contain hazardous 
materials.

• No large equipment or machinery will be permitted 
inside. 

Outdoor Booths: Include the space and complimentary 
tickets to pass out to your customers. Tables, chairs & 
electricity will NOT be provided for outdoor spaces. 
Lunch is included. We encourage vendors to put their own 
information on the ticket before passing out to customers 
and potential customers. Booths will be assigned on a fi rst 
come, fi rst serve basis to those who have pre-paid and 
registered. Up to date booth maps will be located on our 
website.

Set up:   7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m., May 30th
Th ere will be space to store trailers on site. If we become 
aware of earlier set up opportunities, we will email/text 
registered exhibitors.

Take down:     3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., May 30th
All booths are required to stay set up until 3:00 p.m. All 
equipment must be removed from the premises at the end 
of the show.

Exhibitors are not permitted to serve food or drink.

Delivery or storage of any materials must be arranged 
through the Crowne Plaza sales offi  ce in advance at 
401-732-6000.

RIPWA reserves the right to require modifi cation of 
questionable exhibits including but not limited to sound or 
lighting disturbances.

RIPWA reserves the right to relocate booths that are not set 
up within the specifi ed time.

Exhibitors must follow ADA requirements and exhibits 
must be accessible to persons with disabilities, and agree 
that the exhibitor is solely responsible for assuring that its 
display complies with the ADA and its responsibilities to 
the physically, visually, or hearing impaired. 

Do not leave your belongings unattended. RIPWA and the 
Crowne Plaza will not be held liable for any lost or stolen 
equipment or materials. 

Lodging:
A limited number of Crowne Plaza hotel rooms will be 
available at a special rate. Be sure to ask for the Rhode 
Island Public Works Association block of rooms during 
booking. For online reservations use group code: PWA

Seminars:
If you are interested in speaking on a related topic please 
email Jeff  Cathcart: jcjci@cox.net  

Questions or Special Provisions: 
If special provisions are required please contact 
Erin: erin@ripwa.org or 401-364-8722

Membership with RIPWA:
Th e Rhode Island Public Works Association 
is a non profi t organization that supports high 
quality training and educational opportunities for 
the Public Works community in Rhode Island. 
Some benefi ts include advertising opportunities in our 
newsletter and a listing on our website.

2018
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2018 OCEAN STATE
Construction & Equipment Show

www.RIPWA.org

Exhibitor Registration

Sponsored by

Company: _____________________________________________________

Contact Name:__________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: __________________________________  State: _____  Zip: ________

Phone: _____________________________ Text:______________________
       (text for important updates on this show only, messaging rates apply)

Email/s:_______________________________________________________

Website: _______________________________________________________

Electricity and/or Wi-Fi for your indoor booth can be ordered, for an additional 
charge, by contacting the Crowne Plaza’s sales department at 401-732-6000

Indoor Booth          

Outdoor Booth    small 

Signature: ____________________________Date: _________ Print name: _____________________
By signing above, exhibitor agrees to be bound by all terms under this exhibitor application as well as to follow the rules 
and regulations listed on Exhibitor Rules & Regulations page for this show. 

Outdoor booths will be located across from the grand foyer entrance (left  side of hotel). All outdoor booths will be assigned on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis when registration with payment is received. Up to date booth map will be online. Tables, chairs & electricity 
will NOT be provided for outdoor spaces. Member status can be checked at www.RIPWA.org  Please refer to rules and regulations page 
for important information.

Indoor booths will be located in the grand foyer as well as inside the grand ballroom. All indoor booths are assigned on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis when registration with payment is received. Up to date booth map will be online. Indoor booths include 1 table and 
2 chairs. Membership status can be checked at www.RIPWA.org  Please refer to rules and regulations page for important information.

Payment Terms: 
Booth space is reserved once payment is 
received.
Cancellation:
In the event the exhibitor cancels all or 
part of the exhibit space contracted herein, 
refunds will not be given. Event will be held 
rain or shine.
Payments:
Checks can be made payable to RIPWA 
Please mail payment, registration, certifi cate 
of liability & copy of RI sales tax permit to: 
 RIPWA  2018 Show
 20 Burlingame Drive
 Charlestown, RI 02813

Credit Cards & registration also accepted on 
our website for an additional charge to cover 
bank fees.
Questions? Contact Erin Gingerella at 
erin@ripwa.org or 401-364-8722

Wednesday, May 30, 2018
Crowne Plaza Warwick

801 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Each exhibitor will receive 25 complimentary tickets to distribute to customers 
before the show. We encourage vendors to put their information on the tickets 
so that potential customers can locate them at the show.

Booth preference #1__________,  #2___________, #3___________

For RIPWA use only:  
Payment ___________  
Certifi cate of liability               

     R.I. sales tax permit or signature for no sales at show
                                                   (on rules and regulations page)

Booth preference (include letter s, l or xl) #1__________,  #2___________, #3___________




